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of the ideological training of the swelling ranks of our Soviet
intelligentsia.

The time has come when the work of education, the Communist
education of the people, assumes prime importance. This esti-
mate of the role of Communist education at the present juncture
in no way detracts from the duty of which Comrade Stalin spoke,
the duty of keeping our people in a state of mobilisation and
readiness for any and every emergency. On the contrary, only
that education may be called a Communist education which adds
to our state of mobilisation and readiness, and enhances our
capacity to engage in a supreme struggle, in new battles, for the
victory of Communism.

MOLOTOV : Report to the Eighteenth Congress
of the Communist Party, 1939.

E.   RELIGION
In the Soviet Union the Church is separated from the State.
This means that the State grants no privileges to one or another
religion, and does not undertake to maintain the Orthodox or
Roman Catholic churches, "mosques, synagogues, etc., at State
expense. The citizens of one religion form a community which
maintains its religious institutions at the expense of the con-
gregation.
The U.S.S.R. grants the freedom of religious worship. This
means that every Soviet citizen is free to worship according to
his beliefs. This is a matter of conscience and world outlook of
every citizen. Religion is a private affair of every Soviet citizen
in which the State does not interfere and does not consider such
interference necessary.
The Soviet Constitution grants every citizen not only the right
to worship as he chooses, but also the right not to worship and to
conduct anti-religious propaganda. The legislature of the Soviet
Union does not consider it possible to compel citizens either to
worship or not to worship at alL In its Constitution the U.S.S.R.
proceeds from the following: Freedom of worship presupposes
that no religion, Church, or religious community will be utilised
for overthrowing the existing Government recognised in the
country. The policy of the Soviet Union with regard to the